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What is community?

What makes a
community good?

What makes a
design good? 

What is design?

GOOD DESIGN AND THE COMMUNITY
exhibit columbus 2019
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Exhibit Columbus is an annual exploration of architecture, art, design, 
and community that seeks to celebrate Columbus’ design heritage while 
inspiring audiences with new works to enjoy and explore.

This guide gives you a way to travel through Columbus and think  
about how design relates to community. What can a community do  
for architecture. And what can architecture do for community.

welcome to columbus
Did you know that this town is famous around 
the world for its architecture and design?

Columbus, Indiana is home to more than 80  
buildings, landscapes, and public works of art  
created by internationally celebrated designers. 

Dan Kiley

Eero Saarinen

“I have come to the convic-

tion that once one embarks on 

a concept for a building, this 

concept has to be exaggerated 

and overstated and repeated 

in every part of its interior so 

that wherever you are, inside 

or outside, the building sings 

with the same message.”
Mill Race 
Monster

“RAWR”

Alexander 
Girard

“I am a reasonable and sane functionalist tempered by irrational frivolity.”

Architecture is something you can see. 

“Man is nature as 

much as the trees.”

Eliel 
Saarinen

“Always design a thing by 

considering it in its next 

larger context - a chair in a 

room, a room in a house, a 

house in an environment, an 

environment in a city plan.”

“You cannot see a spirit or a temperament or a character, 

though, and there is an invisible part of this community  

of which I am very proud because, in a democracy, I think 

that the process is more important than the product.”

J. Irwin 
Miller
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MAKE A MENTAL MAP
Ask each other these questions: 

What are the landmarks in your daily 
journey? 

How simple or detailed was your map?

What were the things that you added 
that no one else did? 

What did you leave out? 

ACTIVITY
On this page, draw a map of the 

route you take from home to 
school (or work!). When you are 

done, compare your map with 
your friends, or families.  

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE!

ACTIVITY
 You’ll also see activities to do 

on-site or in your guide. 

On each page 
you’ll see a tag 

like this with 
info about the 

installations

and info about 
the sites
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PROJECT NAME

Into the 
Hedge
DESIGNER

SO-IL

FROM

New York, NY

DESCRIPTION

Inspired by the dense hedge- 
row at the perimeter of the 
iconic miller house, this instal-
lation invites you to enter the 
hedge! 

SITE

Bartholomew County Court-
house Lawn 

ARCHITECTS

Isaac Hodgson

YEAR

1871-1874

Follow, me, Columbo, on a walk through Columbus! 

and a suggestion 

for something  

to notice! 
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in COLUMBUS, IN

This guide is organized along a path that starts at 
the Courthouse but you can use it in any order. 

This map shows you where all of Exhibit Columbus’ 
installations are and where to turn to learn more.

1  Bartholomew County Courthouse
2  The Republic Building

3  Columbus City Hall

4  Northwest corner of 2nd and Washington Streets

5  The Commons

6  The Crump Theatre

7  Washington Street between 4th and 5th Streets

8  Irwin Conference Center

9  Washington Street between 6th and 7th Streets

10  Cleo Rogers Memorial Library

11  First Christian Church

12  Corner of 4th and Pearl Streets

13  Central Middle School

14  AT&T Facility

15   16  North Christian Church

17  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
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getTING lost & FOUND
Unique features in a landscape help us orient  
ourselves. Often we use things that are tall or 
big to find our way or remember where we are! 

Is there something in this area that you use to 
know which way you are looking?

PROJECT NAME

Into the 
Hedge
DESIGNER

SO-IL

FROM

New York, NY

DESCRIPTION

Inspired by the dense hedge- 
row at the perimeter of the 
iconic Miller House and  
Garden, this installation  
invites you to slip inside 
 the hedge! 

SITE

Bartholomew County  
Courthouse Lawn 

ARCHITECTS

Isaac Hodgson

YEAR

1871-1874

ACTIVITY
Is it possible to get lost inside the 

hedge? Try it and see if you can lose 
your way.  Even for a second! When 

you find your way again, think of 
what it was that helped you figure 

out where you were!
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PROJECT NAME

Entry Portal
DESIGNER

Daniel Luis Martinez and Etien 
Santiago

FROM

Indiana University

DESCRIPTION

Entry Portal is a passageway 
inviting  guests into Indiana 
University’s J. Irwin Miller 
Architecture Program. While 
the Republic Building is set 
back from the street and has 
hidden entrances, this instal-
lation is a bold new portal—an 
embodiment of the school’s 
desire to extend a welcoming 
hand to the local community 
and visitors alike.

SITE

The Republic Building

ARCHITECTS

Myron Goldsmith, Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill

YEAR

1971

ACTIVITY
What would you add to  

The Republic to make it feel 
a little more ...friendly? 

Draw it in below.

What is the most 

friendly building  

you know? Why? 

WHAT MAKES  
A GOOD HELLO?
Architecture can make us feel things. 

When you look at The Republic do you  
feel like you can enter? Why or why not? 
What does it make you feel?
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Soft Civic is built out of KNOTS. Knots have 
been around a long time. They predate the 
axe and the wheel, quite possibly the use of 
fire and maybe even humans (some apes can 
tie knots!).

You can play 
around the back of 
the structure too!

Please do not climb the ropes!

Platforms are for 
sitting, leaning, 
and hanging out.

Step 1: Step 2: Step 3:

ACTIVITY
One of the  

basic knots used in 
the installation is 

called a clove hitch. 
Try to tie it with 

your sholace!

Add more rows 

and you’ll end up 

with a big surface! 

What do you think 

your sweater is 

made of? KNOTS!

This could be a rope, or a 

bar, or branch. Anything!

This is a rope  

or string

PROJECT NAME

Soft Civic
DESIGNER

Byrony Roberts Studio

FROM

New York, NY

DESCRIPTION

Soft Civic adds custom 
structures and colorful woven 
surfaces to activate the public 
spaces at City Hall as destina-
tions for play, performance, 
and participation.

SITE

Columbus City Hall

ARCHITECTS

Edward Charles Bassett,  
Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill

YEAR

1981

Woven surfaces are for leaning, 
sitting, and hanging out with friends
 

Two-sided for double the fun! 
 

KNOT A PROBLEM
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what NOW?
At this installation, Extrapolation Factory asks YOU to imagine a new 
design for Columbus, compiles your ideas, and sends them to City Hall. 

PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING

Name of town:

Population:

Average age:

Highest temperature:

Lowest temperature:

Most common food:

Most popular sport:

Best thing about town:

Worst thing about town:

Tallest building:

The best playground has:

The best restaurant serves:

For fun, people do this:

Most people work at:

Why do we spend so 

much time studying 

the past and so little 

time studying the 

future?

When we “design” 

something... what’s 

more important, the 

thing? Or the pro-

cess for making it?

How does 

an idea get 

turned into 

a reality?

How often 

does the final 

product look 

like the plan?

ACTIVITY
What do you think will happen 

to Columbus in the year 2050?
How well do you know it now!?
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PROJECT NAME

What If  
Columbus
DESIGNER

Extrapolation Factory

FROM

New York, NY

DESCRIPTION

What If Columbus is a ki-
osk that asks members of 
the public to contemplate, 
articulate, and share future 
visions for Columbus. Each 
vision generated by members 
of the public, depicted as a 
short sentence and image, 
will be digitally shared with 
the mayor’s office with the 
intention that this database of 
visions offers decision makers 
inspiration and insight into the 
public’s desirable futures.

SITE

Northwest corner of 2nd and 
Washington

NOW2050
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Can a place feel welcoming to some people but 
not others? This piece is designed to create an 
environment that all kinds of people can use.

Take a look at a slide. There’s only one way to  
really use it and if you can’t climb it, or use it 
“correctly” the slide makes you feel unwelcome. 

This playscape has no “right” way to use it, so 
anyone can do anything they want. Swing from 
it, climb inside or on top!

ACTIVITY
Who would feel  
comfortable in 

which home?
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PROJECT NAME

Playscape
DESIGNER

Sean Ahlquist 

FROM

University of Michigan

DESCRIPTION

Uniquely designed for indi-
viduals with autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD), Playscape is a 
series of sensory-responsive 
elements made of custom 
woven fabrics animated by 
interactive projections. While 
much of our built environment 
can be overstimulating to in-
dividuals with ASD, Playscape 
reinforces positive interac-
tions through highly- 
responsive sensory stimuli.

SITE

The Commons

A

1

2

3

4

5

6

B

C
D

E

F
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ACTIVITY
If you were 

to make a 
personal 

symbol, what 
would it be?

ACTIVITY
What would 
the symbol 
be for your 

town?

personal CODE
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PROJECT NAME

Love Letter 
to The Crump
DESIGNER

Borderless Studio

FROM

Chicago, IL

DESCRIPTION

Love Letter to The Crump 
consists of a collective love 
letter from the community as 
a large-scale, exterior curtain 
along the eastern wall of the 
Art Deco theatre. Through 
a series of workshops, past 
memories and future aspi-
rations for The Crump were 
translated into a graphic 
pattern.

SITE

The Crump Theatre

ARCHITECTS

Charles F. Sparrell and C.  
Alden Meranda

YEAR

1889

C
R
U
M
P

C
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U
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PBorderless Studio made this curtain out of a 

“code” that people in Columbus made from their 
own stories. Can you decipher the code below?

This installation was partly inspired by textiles 
that Alexander Girard made for the Miller family. 
The carpet is filled with special symbols for each 
member of their family.

Girard’s drawings are beautiful in their 

use of simple geometries. How simple 

can you make your symbols while  

keeping them recognizable?
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HOOSIER
SPORTING GOODS

SALON

Dell BrothersFine Men’s Clothing Established in 1916

C
C

C

C

C

C

C C
C

UNITY oR FREEDOM?
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PROJECT NAME

Jungle  
Subtraction
DESIGNER

People for Urban Progress

FROM

Indianapolis, IN

DESCRIPTION

Jungle Subtraction invites 
us to consider how our 
ideal streetscape might be 
designed today through 
a series of reflective 
panels surrounding public 
infrastructure and trees along 
an entire city block. Inspired 
by Alexander Girard’s vision, 
this project tries to visually 
edit the urban landscape of 
Washington Street. 

SITE

Washington Street 

Alexander 
Girard

“We have pretty much arrived 

at a ‘jungle’ wherein one sees 

everything at the same time he 

is seeing a blur of nothing.”

ACTIVITY
Draw the street in the photo below, 

leaving only the parts you like. 
Alexander Girard wanted to improve Washington Street by 
unifying all of its elements. PUP wants to improve Washington 
Street by removing elements from view with mirrors.  

Hmm, but how would 

the people who run 

that store feel about 

your idea?!
Who should 

get to decide 

stuff like this?
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BEES NEEDS
Humans have been messing with bees for a long 
time! You can even see beekeeping in these 
pictures below from the Madrid Codex (a super 
old book made by the ancient Mayans around 
1,100 years ago).

What do bees need to survive?

There are around 25,000 kinds of bees in the 
world. Honey bees and bumble bees are social 
and live together in hives, but most bees are 
solitary. Healthy bees need a lot of different kinds 
of poison-free forage plants available, and space for 
nesting in the ground, or in the hollow plant stems 
that people too often remove from their gardens. 
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PROJECT NAME

Las Abejas
DESIGNER

PienZa Sostenible

Architects: Alberto Kalach, 
Tatiana Bilbao Studio, Roza-
na Montiel Arquitectos, and 
Manuel Cervantes Estudio

FROM

Mexico City, Mexico

DESCRIPTION

Las Abejas brings together 
internationally-renowned 
Mexican architects and 
craftsmen to create bee hives 
that encourage a relationship 
with ecology. 

SITE

Irwin Conference Center

ARCHITECTS

Eero Saarinen & Associates

YEAR

1954

ACTIVITY
Encourage your family to plant some wild-
flowers and native clover. Make mounds of 
dirt for ground bees to nest in, and don’t be 

too quick to clean up the stems of cut plants!

Food

by Alberto Kalach

by Manuel Cervantes 
Estudio

by Tatiana Bilbao 
Studio

by Rozana Montiel 
Arquitectos

Bee Houses:

Shelter

Bees need homes. But just like 

you, a home is not enough, you 

also need the world outside your 

home. Today, the bee’s habitat 

and homeworld (grassslands) 

are constantly getting turned 

into fields and towns! 

These bee houses are designed 

to call attention to the plight 

of bees - who are everywhere 

losing the things they need to 

survive (food and shelter!). 
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A place can say who it’s for by saying what can 
happen there. A skateboard park welcomes a  
different person than a picnic lawn. This installa-
tion from LA-Más is like a kit of parts. They hope 
that different people will set up these chairs and 
tables for the activities they want to do and see. 

ACTIVITY
Using only the 

elements below, 
set up a space that 
would welcome an 

activity, and a space 
that would make that 

activity hard!

Meditation circle

Dog park

Soccer game

Swap meet

HAVE IT YOUR WAY!
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PROJECT NAME

Thank U, 
Next
DESIGNER

LA-Más 

FROM

Los Angeles, CA 

DESCRIPTION

Thank U, Next serves as a 
destination for people from all 
parts of the city and from all 
backgrounds to have shared 
experiences. This project 
thanks civic leaders and past 
architects for their highly for-
mal contributions to Washing-
ton Street, but also looks to 
create the next precedent for 
an alternative. 

SITE

Washington Street between 
6th and 7th Streets
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GRASSES AND FORBS

WaTCHING 
THE PLAZA

The pieces that make up the design that you see in 
the plaza during Exhibit Columbus will be re-used 
and moved to locations INSIDE the library when 
the Exhibit Columbus is done!

This exhibition uses 
lots of native plants. 

Do you know who 
likes native plants? 

Pollinators, like bees!
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PROJECT NAME

Untitled
DESIGNER

Frida Escobedo Studio

FROM

Mexico City, Mexico

DESCRIPTION

Public plazas are the com-
munity’s place to gather for 
dialogue, performance, and 
exchange. Untitled transforms 
Cleo Rogers Memorial Library 
Plaza with an elevated garden 
terrace designed for explora 
tion, improvisation, and play. 

SITE

Cleo Rogers Memorial Library 
Plaza 

ARCHITECT

I. M. Pei & Partners 

YEAR

1971
I see a few echoes in 

the plaza -  the curve 

in the bench, the curves 

surrounding the Henry 

Moore sculpture, and 

the steps leading to the 

library. 

Red Switch 
Grass

Common 
Milkweed

Rough 
Blazing Star

The Sociologist William Whyte 
observed that people use public 
plazas in specific and surprising 
ways. People prefer sitting on steps 
to sitting on chairs. They like to sit 
in nooks more than wide expanses. 
They like to sit near each other, but 
not too close.

ACTIVITY
See if you can find the plants below 

within the garden planted here!

ACTIVITY
Spend some time in the plaza just 

watching (or better yet, make a 
time-lapse moivie with your phone). 

See where people actually like to 
spend time. Mark the spots on the 
map above where you see people. 

Compare your map with others and 
see if a pattern emerges.
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PROJECT NAME

Long Now 
DESIGNERS

Sean Lally and  
Matthew Wizinsky

FROM

University of Illinois - Chicago 
and University of Cincinnati

DESCRIPTION

The Long Now is a combina-
tion of two experiences:  
one physical and one digital.  
Heating and light elements 
embedded in the ground at 
First Christian Church extend 
the growing season of the 
grass, creating an ideal  
environment of light and tem-
perature for human health and 
comfort. Through the use of 
augmented reality, 120 years 
of Columbus’ local climate 
data is reimagined as a digital 
form under the existing tree 
canopy.

SITE

First Christian Church

ARCHITECT

Saarinen and Saarinen

YEAR

1942

PROJECT NAME

DENCITY
DESIGN TEAM

Payton Donica, Dylan Gahimer, 
Arleth Landero Gonzalez, 
Chase Jones, Cameron Kent, 
Maika Shibata, Cameron Swan, 
Darin Johnson, C4 Instructor

FROM

Bartholomew Consolidated 
School Corporation (BCSC)

DESCRIPTION

DENCITY reflects the con-
nection between diversity 
and density in Columbus. The 
pillars represent the growth 
of both aspects within the 
community and the design 
takes inspiration from the 
Bartholomew County Veter-
an’s Memorial, as well as the 
campanile of First Christian 
Church and the facade of 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
both of which are visible from 
this site. Rooted around a 
single tree, the columns vary 
in height, shape, and space 
depicting the disbursement of 
the community away from the 
city center.

SITE

4th and Pearl Streets

ACTIVITY
Look closely at the grass, notice anything 
odd? download the app “The Long Now” 

from Apple’s app store to experience 
this full installation (iPads are available 

inside the Library as well).
ACTIVITY

The pillars of this installation are  
covered with symbols and statements by 
Columbus High School Students. Find one 

that speaks to you and write it below:
If the air changes, will 

our plants change too?  

If we had red  light, would 

we have blue plants?

If plants change, 

will bees change?

“The influence of architecture with which 

we are surrounded in our youth affects our 

lives, our standards, our tastes when we are 

grown, just as the influence of our parents 

and teachers with which we are surrounded 

in our youth affects us as adults.”

J. Irwin 
Miller

CHANGE, 
OVER TIME
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This installation is made from corn.  
Because corn is a living thing, it has  
a life cycle, and will change over time. 

Spring Summer Fall Winter

There are over 350 varieties 
of corn in the world, many 
are kept alive only by seed-
savers. Almost all of the corn 
we grow in America comes 
from just 5 or 6 varieties.

What percentage of America’s corn gets used 
for what?

Field corn

Pop corn Ear of corn

Popcorn

Steak

Soda pop

Ethanol

Tortilla

Sweet corn

Flint corn

A-MAIZE
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PROJECT NAME

Corn / Meal
DESIGNER

MASS Design Group

FROM

Boston, MA;  
Kigali, Rwanda

DESCRIPTION

Fifty percent of the habitable 
surface of our planet is  
dedicated to food produc-
tion. It is the world’s largest 
industry, yet our cultural, 
spiritual, and historical  
relationship to how we cook 
and what we eat continues to 
become disconnected. Corn 
/ Meal asks us to reflect on 
how we can strengthen our 
relationship with our food, 
taking familiar elements of the 
American Heartland—a field 
of corn and the classic picnic 
table—and shaping them into 
an interactive landscape.

SITE

Central Middle School

ARCHITECT

Ralph Johnson of Perkins + 
Will

YEAR

2007

Soda pop

Pop cornEar of corn

gasoline/ethanol tortilla

steak

Hmm, this play 

structure looks 

verrry familiar! 

getting 
tassled

tall, brittle, 

turning gray 

and brown!

getting taller, 

growing green

Soda pop

Pop cornEar of corn

gasoline/ethanol tortilla

steak

Soda pop

Pop cornEar of corn

gasoline/ethanol tortilla

steak

Soda pop

Pop cornEar of corn

gasoline/ethanol tortilla

steak

Soda pop

Pop cornEar of corn

gasoline/ethanol tortilla

steak

Soda pop

Pop cornEar of corn

gasoline/ethanol tortilla

steak

Soda pop

Pop cornEar of corn

gasoline/ethanol tortilla

steak

Soda pop

Pop cornEar of corn

gasoline/ethanol tortilla

steak

Soda pop

Pop cornEar of corn

gasoline/ethanol tortilla

steak

Soda pop

Pop cornEar of corn

gasoline/ethanol tortilla

steak

Soda pop

Pop cornEar of corn

gasoline/ethanol tortilla

steak

ACTIVITY
Connect these types of corn to the ways 

you might actually use them!

ACTIVITY
This installation is meant to 

be interactive. Climb the 
structures and explore them!

Answer Key: 

a. 46%, b. 1.5%, c. 14%, 
d. 30%, e. 3%, f. 6%

1=A; 2=B,D,E; 
 3=C; 4=F

B1

2

3

4

D

FE

A

C

a. Animal feed
b. Eaten as corn in America!
c. Exported
d. Fuel
e. Starch/alchohol
f. Sweeteners

46%

30%

14%

6%
3% 1.5%
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X-ed OUT!

Xenia Miller was instrumental in building 
Columbus’ design history. Xenia and 
her husband were also instrumental 
in organizing the civil rights march on 
Washington in 1963, and funding the 
drive to register black voters in the South. 
She collaborated with Eero Saarinen and 
Alexander Girard on the iconic Miller House.  

Cleo Rogers (1906-1964) served as 
library director from 1936 until 1964. Her 
commitment to serving her community lives 
on in the library building she championed.
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PROJECT NAME

XX
DESIGNER

Agency Landscape + Planning 

FROM

Cambridge, MA

DESCRIPTION

Inspired by the facility’s 
historical transitions, both 
physical and symbolic, and by 
Xenia S. Miller’s transforma-
tive influence on Columbus, 
XX connects and uncovers 
hidden stories, particularly 
those of women.

SITE

AT&T Facility

ARCHITECT

Paul Kennon of Caudill Rowl-
ett Scott

YEAR

1978

ACTIVITY
This installation, and the building it’s

in front of, both have a lot of hidden Xs. 
See how many places you can find them.
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HOW YOU BUILD = 
WHAT YOU BUILD!

PROJECT NAME

UTK Filament 
Tower
DESIGNER

Marshall Prado

FROM

University of Tennessee - 
Knoxville

DESCRIPTION

Filament Tower uses robot- 
built lightweight fiber in the 
tallest-ever structure of  
its kind.

PROJECT NAME

Understorey
DESIGNER

Viola Ago and Hans Tursack

FROM

Ohio State University & MIT

DESCRIPTION

The design takes the parts of 
a greenhouse—and recasts 
them as a sculpture and  
educational tool.

SITE

North Christian Church

ARCHITECT

Eero Saarinen and Associates

YEAR

1964

Many modernist buildings were made 
possible through new materials and 
technologies. Many of the Exhibit  
Columbus projects you see today use 
ways of building that are only now  
becoming possible too.

3D printing

Custom 
casting

Carbon  
fiber tubes 

made by robots

DE | stress uses 110 unique concrete 
parts carved on one side and cast on 
the other. Check out the texture of the 
panels. Which side looks like it was 
cast? Which one was printed? Why?

Understorey uses special 3D 

printed hardware that let the 

designers connect standard 

parts in new ways.

In UTK Filament Tower, long 
strands of carbon fiber make 
a structure that is strong but 
super lightweight. It uses 
hardly any material!

Reinforced concrete 
allowed you to make 
much taller buildings 

than before. 

Elevators made it 
practical for people 
to live in those tall 

buildings!

Steel let you build a 
strong frame and 
give the building 
thin walls made  

of glass.

Air conditioning 
made a building 
with glass walls 
not feel too hot 

inside! 

PROJECT NAME

DE|stress
DESIGNER

Christopher Battaglia

FROM

Ball State University

DESCRIPTION

 DE|stress is a 3D-printed 
concrete shell of 110 unique 
panels.

SITE

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

ARCHITECT

Gunnar Birkerts and Associates

YEAR

1988
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2019 Exhibit Columbus Family Activity Guide 
Presented by The Republic
Exhibit Columbus is committed to providing an excellent 
and informative experience for all ages. The Family Activity 
Guide invites families to learn about and interact with all 
of the many aspects of the exhibition, as well as Columbus’ 
design heritage. It was produced by artist/designer/writer 
Rosten Woo (Los Angeles, CA) with illustration and design 
by Tiffanie Tran (Los Angeles, CA).

About Exhibit Columbus
Exhibit Columbus is the flagship program of Landmark 
Columbus Foundation, whose mission is to care for the 
design heritage of Columbus and inspire communities to 
invest in architecture, art, and design to improve people’s 
lives and make cities better places to live. Exhibit Columbus 
is an annual exploration of architecture, art, design, and 
community that alternates between symposium and 
exhibition programming each year and features the J. Irwin 
and Xenia S. Miller Prize. 

exhibitcolumbus.org  #exhibitcolumbus 

“RAWR”

Mill Race Monster established in 1974 
by Columbus legend


